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Abstract

The main aim of this project has been to investigate the impact of Luck, Effort and Responsibility on

distributional judgments. We implement an experiment that tests the acceptability of Fleurbaey’s axioms of

fairness, responsibility and welfare and their logical interactions. In this seminal text there are a large

number of such axioms, many of them contradictory, and the purpose of this research project is to find the

subset of these axioms which command widespread support.

In contrast with earlier experiments, we asked the subjects to choose between the different principles

rather them asking them to choose between different distributions – which has been the normal procedure

in previous experiments.

In the experimental design Luck is simple to incorporate through a random device. Effort is incorporated

through the use of a real-effort experiment in which subjects have the opportunity to earn experimental

money, which is transformed into real money and distributed amongst the various subjects according to

the preferred axioms of one of the subjects. Finally Responsibility is incorporated by making the earning

capability of the subjects under their control.

We ran two treatments of the experiment: the first in which there were five subjects, one of which was

chosen at random, and whose principles were used to determine the redistribution of earned and

unearned money between all the subjects; and the second in which there were six subjects, one of which

was chosen (as the Social Planner) at random, and whose principles were used to determine the

redistribution of earned and unearned money between the other five subjects. We do not see significant

differences between the two treatments.

The experiment is important for policy purpose since the axioms concerning luck, effort and responsibility

are part of the normative criteria used for deciding on redistributive policies.
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